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Words alone are insufficient to express our lasting gratitude and admiration . r •,,.. 
to those whose patriotism and courage have ensured our peace and free
dom despite threats of tyranny and aggression. Significant disruptions in 
their lives and other personal hardships have been the price that our Na
tion's veterans have paid so that the rest of us might enjoy the fruits of jus
tice and liberty. 

In order that we pay meaningful tribute to their efforts, Congress has pro
vided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 shall be set aside each year as a 
national holiday to honor America's veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby call on all Americans to join in observing Thursday, 
November 11, 1982, as Veterans Day. I urge both public ceremonies, as well 
as private thoughts and prayers, in recognition of the great contribution of 
our veterans to an America that today is an example to all nations of free
dom, liberty, and democracy. On this day, let us give special consideration 
to those who have died in our Nation's wars and to those who have been 
disabled. 

I call upon Federal, State and local Government officials to mark Veterans 
Day by displaying the flag of the United States, and I ask those Govern
ment officials to support fully and personally its observance by appropriate 
ceremonies throughout the country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 16th day of 
Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev
enth. _ , 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4973 of September 21,1982 

Honoring the Ukrainian Helsinki Monitoring Group ^ 

By the President of the United States of America ; 
A Proclamation 
The spontaneous formation on November 9, 1976, in Kiev, Ukraine, of the 
Ukrainian Public Group to Promote the Implementation of the Helsinki Ac
cords affirmed once more that the human spirit cannot be crushed and that 
the desire for human freedom cannot be conquered. 

The long prison terms meted out to members of the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Monitoring Group for their courageous activities to secure greater freedom 
in Ukraine are graphic testimony to the inability of Communism to compete 
with the principles of freedom in the marketplace of ideas. The flagrant per
secution and imprisonment of Ukrainian citizens for their attempts to exer
cise basic human rights is an international embarrassment to the Soviet 
Union and proof that the Soviet Union has failed to live up to its pledges to 
honor the understandings embodied in the Helsinki Accords. 

In commemorating this sixth anniversary of the founding of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Monitoring Group, we renew our determination never to forget the 
valiant struggle of the peoples of Ukraine for their inahenable rights, and 
we pledge to do all we can to ameliorate the plight of those Ukrainians 
who have been persecuted by the Soviet authorities for attempting to assert 
their rights. 
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Ante, p. 2645. By a concurrent resolution agreed to on June 21, 1982 (H. Con. Res. 205), the 
Congress authorized and requested the President to proclaim November 9, 
1982, the sixth anniversary of the establishment of the Ukrainian Public 
Group to Promote the Implementation of the Helsinki Accords, as a day 
honoring that Group. 

On this day Americans are reminded of the preciousness of our own free
dom, and we reaffirm our cherished hope that the aspiration for freedom 
will ultimately prevail over the morally bankrupt rule of force which denies 
human rights to so many in the world today. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate November 9, 1982, as a day honoring the 
sixth anniversary of the establishment of the Ukrainian Public Group to 
Promote the Implementation of the Helsinki Accords. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of 
Sept. in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev
enth. 
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Proclamation 4974 of September 23,1982 .) 

National School Lunch Week, 1982 - is 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The National School Lunch Program—now in its 36th year—operates to pro
vide nutritious and well-balanced meals for needy young people of our 
country. School lunch is an outstanding example of a close partnership of 
the Federal government with State governments and local communities to 
provide food, funds, and technical assistance for our efforts to provide nu
trition assistance to these students. 

The children and youth of our Nation are our greatest resource. The School 
Lunch Program demonstrates our awareness, our concern, and our willing
ness to work together to promote the health and well-being of our needy 
youth. 

There are over 23 million lunches served every day in over 90,000 schools 
throughout the country. In an era of limited public resources, this effort is 
being met by resourceful and creative efforts at all levels of government 
and through the cooperation of parents, teachers, and civic groups. 

By joint resolution approved on October 9, 1962, the Congress designated 
the week beginning on the second Sunday of October in each year as Na
tional School Lunch Week and requested the President to issue annually a 
proclamation calling for observance of that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby urge the people of the United States to observe the 
week of October 10, 1982, as National School Lunch Week and to give spe
cial and deserved recognition to those people at the State and local level 
who, through their innovative efforts, have made it possible to have a suc
cessful school lunch program. -
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